Brian Samuelson Heffernan 

9 Parmenter Terrace, West Newton, MA, 02465

Home: 617-630-0910; Cell: 857-234-0094

Email: brianheff47@gmail.com
Website: brianspeaks2u.com

Education
Massachusetts Bay Community College, Wellesley Hills, MA


Fall 2009-present
Related Coursework:  Public Speaking, Acting, Career Development, History  
Newton North High School, Newton, MA




Diploma - June 2012

Experience

Youth Leader Fellow, Massachusetts Advocates for Children, Boston, MA         Fall 2012 –December 2013
· Lobby and testify before government officials in areas of 

special education.

· Advocate for families with local school districts.

· Present at workshops.

· Perform clerical work.

The Task Force on College Inclusion for Students



Fall 2013
 with Intellectual/Developmental Disabilities, MA 
· This thirteen member Task Force was convened by State 
Representative Tom Sannicandro to make college more accessible for

for students with intellectual/developmental disabilities.

· As a  member of the Task Force, conduct public hearings, research and create a final report to the Legislature on increasing access for inclusive college education for students with intellectual/developmental disabilities.
Speaker, Understanding Our Differences, Newton, MA



Fall 2008-present

· Talk to students in the Newton Public School elementary school systems 
about having a disability.

· Help other students understand more about people living with disabilities
Bagger, Shaw’s Supermarket, Auburndale, MA




January 2011- present 
· Bag groceries and assist customers.
Host, Boston Red Sox, Boston, MA





May 2011-present

· Work at Wally’s World at Fenway Park.


· Set up and supervise games for young children.
Library Assistant, Newton Free Library, Newton, MA



Fall 2009-2012
· Responsible for organizing and re-stacking books in the fiction section.  
· Collect and catalog books and other materials alphabetically and by author’s last name.

Mailroom Worker, Newton City Hall, Newton, MA



June 2011-2012
· Collect and distribute mail to City Hall employees and officials.
Private Speaking Engagements,  As Needed 




2007-present

Locations: Harvard, Boston University, Brandeis, State House, Federation

 for Children With Special Needs Annual Conference Keynote Speaker 2013,

 MDSC Conference.

Speaker

· Speak to a variety of audiences about having a disability.

· Help to educate others and advocate for people with disabilities. 
Extracurricular Activities
Mass Bay Glee Club (President and Founder) Mass Bay Student Government (Member at Large), Acting, Law, Teaching, Public Speaking, Athletics, Church, Social Groups, Deacon in First Baptist Church in Newton, MA (2010-2012)
Interests
Acting, Athletics, Writing, Law, Teaching, Public Speaking, Creating Web Pages, Reading, Traveling

Honors

Keynote Speaker, Federation for Children with Special Needs Annual Conference

March 2013

Katie Lynch Inspirational Speaker Award






May 2012

MLK Writing Award- Honorable mention





January 2007

Theatre Ink Award of Special Recognition





June 2009

MA Down Syndrome Congress Newsletter Featured Self-Advocate


February 2010

Newton North High School Graduation Class Marshall




June 2009

Featured in Inclusive Concurrent Enrollment Video




2010
